	Response from the
UK Controlled Environment Users' Group to
 the HSE/DEFRA consultation on the redrafted SAGCM Compendium of Guidance, Part 4

	[image: image1.wmf] 




The UK Controlled Environment group wishes to make the following response to the SAGCM Compendium of Guidance consultation, specifically PART 4 on GM plants/plant pathogens/containment.

1)
The group was impressed at the way in general Part 4 has incorporated good practice and identified areas where practices may have been less than rigorous.
2)
It was felt that environmental issues are being addressed in Risk Assessments (RA) and that it is good to highlight the context of the RA in both local terms as well as national ones. An RA for a facility in a rural area would be different for one in an urban area.
3)
Removal of the confusing A and B containment for plants and just having levels 1 to 3 as far as plant GMO
s are concerned is a good idea.
4)
At level 2 and 3 containment, when referring to waste disposal, it seems a little inconsistent to state in M9 that an autoclave was required in the building or en suite, but in M21 to permit offsite incineration, subject to adequate containment in transit, by an approved contractor. Waste disposal is important and clarity regarding approved disposal routes is required.
5)
In Part 4 on page 31 in the box at end of paragraph 86 should the phrase not be “(under agreement with the Competent Authority
)”?
6)
In Part 4 on page 33 in the Note section should it not start “Containment level 4 is not represented in the table or the associated guidance.”?
7)
At level 3, in M22, advice is given regarding equipment used in the containment area. Specialist calibration equipment used only 6-monthly or annually is generally too expensive to keep in such areas
. Would it be possible to still apply the phrase used at level 2 in that equipment will need to be thoroughly decontaminated before removal, repair or servicing?
8)
Although covered in M21, clarity on disposal of items such as light bulbs where other environmental as well as safety legislation is operative, would be appreciated. A facility of just a few growth rooms may have hundreds of bulbs requiring replacement every few years. There should be an approved disposal route including disinfection. 
9)
It is possible to monitor and arrange controlled environment equipment such that maintenance can be conducted outside the facility or with minimal exposure to an operative inside the facility. The guidance notes do not suggest that it might be good practice to do this. Remotely mounting lighting ballasts, where possible, outside a contained area reduces exposure of maintenance workers and any contamination or accidental release during servicing.
10)
In M25 (level 3 especially) should not formal records of staff training include maintenance staff and the guidance notes specify that maintenance staff responsible for the facility are trained in the specific GM safety requirements of the facility?
11) Negative pressure is a requirement of level 3 containment. Should not the guidance notes state that visual and/or electronic indicators of negative pressure be installed to verify that negative pressure systems are active?
The UK Controlled Environment Users Group (CEUG) comprises managers of controlled environment facilities, other interested users of controlled environments from university departments, research institutes and companies concerned with research on plants and representatives of manufacturers of controlled environment cabinets and rooms in Europe (British Isles and continental Europe). The Group meets annually and publishes its proceedings on the website:

http://www.ceug.ac.uk/index.htm

J Franklin
19th September 2006
�This addition flipped the response onto two pages so I scaled down the logo and heading a bit.


�Not a possessive noun – just a plural


�‘with’ rather  than ‘by’ ?


�Should these really be capitals or just lower case letters?


�It might also be required somewhere else during the period between uses but there is not room to fit such a comment in.


�URL moved away from your name.
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